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TARZAN
cont'd from page 26

But Daddy returns in the nick of 
time. “I ’ll have that ape stuffed and 
mounted!” , he vows as Tarzan dumps 
Jane and runs off.

“Oh fie, F ather” , she pouts, “he’s 
not an ape . . . he’s a - you should excuse 
the expression - a m an” . There is a 
glint in her eye which suggests that after 
a few weeks of D ad’s ranting, this mute 
weight lifter looks pretty good.

Need I say more? Yes! Y ou’re not 
going to be let off that easy. But I will 
compress the mess a bit.

Jane, rekidnapped by Tarzan, 
escapes rather reluctantly, but is a t
tacked by a boa constrictor built to the 
specs of a wind sock. Tarzan, arriving 
with his pet orangutans, unwinds the 
serpent and rushes off into the jungle 
with Jane, now more like a pile of in- 
nertubes than a girl, on his shoulder. 
After ten miles or so he faints.

“Ah, you poor thing!” Jane 
breathes, “you’ve been bitten by that 
snake!” W hereupon, in one of the most 
sensual scenes since the Bobbsey twins 
played Doctor, she checks him out.

From  here on the picture deterior
ates. Jane and Daddy, reunited, are cap
tured by natives, and are taken trussed 
up like fowl to their chief, an overweight 
bouncer who bodily paints his girl
friends and otherwise behaves like a 
sunburnt Caligula. Now comes the most 
satisfying moment in the whole film when 
the chief, unable to stand Parker’s m ono
logue, tries to silence him by driving an 
elephant tusk through him. It doesn’t 
work. Even in this condition he yackedy- 
yacks.

Meanwhile Jane, yet again in the 
altogether, is having a paint and body 
job done by the chief’s harem. Coloured 
chalk white, she is about to be simonized 
when Tarzan arrives on his elephant, 
and he and the chief have a terrible 
battle, in slow motion. I t’s awful - the 
acting, I mean - but the chief, weakened 
by Parker’s orations, succumbs and 
Tarzan and Jane, on the elephant, disap
pear into the jungle. The End.

While the discredits are flashing on 
the screen the happy couple are shown 
gambolling with their orangutan. They 
play leap-frog, they wrestle. I t’s an odd 
menage a trois - maybe the one that 
loses gets Jane.

When we left and were walking dis
consolately down the street, there was a 
whirring noise.

“W hat’s that?”, I asked.

“Edgar Rice Burroughs spinning in 
his grave”, replied Betty. •

JAMES WILLIAM TYRRELL  
1863 - 1945

As a surveyor, engineer, explorer 
and author, our subject, James William 
Tyrrell, was a man of attainment.

In the field of polar research, his 
name occupies a prominent place. 
Accompanied by his brother, Joseph 
B. Tyrrell, a man who enjoyed a brilliant 
career in the federal services as a geolo
gist, he made an epochal journey through 
the Barren Lands in 1893-94. This 
3,200-mile trip by canoe and dog team 
with Indians and Eskimos through a part 
of Canada then only known as H udson’s 
Bay Company lands, is described in a 
book he wrote entitled “Across the Sub- 
Arctics of C anada”, published by Wm. 
Briggs, Toronto, in 1897.

Born in Weston, Ontario in 1863, 
he graduated from the School of Practical 
Science in Toronto with the degree of
B.Sc., and subsequently earned the degree 
of C.E. He was admitted to practice as 
an Ontario Land Surveyor on April 8, 
1885, and then obtained his DLS com
mission. Always active in the affairs of 
the OLS Association, he was elected Pres
ident at the 1905 Annual Meeting. In his 
presidential address to the 14th Annual 
Meeting, he expressed the need for a 
surveyor’s manual of instructions, his 
interest in the question of the adoption 
of the metric system, and his concern 
over the lack of a proper provincial tariff.

Always a vivid outdoorsman, in 
1885 he joined the Gordon Expedition 
as a hydrographer and weather observer 
on the vessel “A lert” . From  Halifax out
ward and northward, this federal expedi

tion carried out a geographical and geo
logical examination of the coasts of New
foundland, Labrador and H udson Bay to 
F ort Churchill.

A  man of many interests, Mr. 
Tyrrell tried his hand at prospecting. The 
year of 1897 found him in the Red Lake 
area of northern O ntario seeking gold. 
The site of the claims he staked and 
worked was close to the numerous p ro 
ducing mines of today.

In 1900 he was commissioned by 
the D epartm ent of Interior to explore the 
country between G reat Slave Lake and 
Hudson Bay. This journey of 4 ,600 miles 
by canoe and dog sled resulted in a large 
sheet m ap of the country traversed, 
about 100 photographs, a large number 
of astronom ical and magnetic observa
tions, together with some notes and speci
mens of rock formation and minerals. 
The story of this trip is told in his own 
words in a paper presented to the AOLS 
and published in the 1942 A nnual R e
port.

Once again in 1905, he was back 
in the Hudson Bay area, this time to ex
plore a route for a railway from Prince 
A lbert to Fort Churchill.

An expert linguist in the various 
dialects of northern Indians and Eskimos, 
Mr. Tyrrell took a lively interest in the
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A New Method Of Pacing
( BASED ON NON-FUNDED RESEARCH )

BY Dr. BEN BUCKNER From the ACSM Bulletin, M ay , 1981.

Pacing has been used by surveyors 
for centuries to measure distance. Gener
ally, we think of pacing as counting one’s 
steps or strides between two points and 
converting this count to familiar units 
through some prior calibration of the 
number of such units per pace.

At the Surveyors’ Teachers Confer
ence held in June 1980 in Colorado, 
there were several contests held to esti
mate distances to various terrain objects. 
One of these was the distance to the big 
“A ”, painted on the side of a hill ap
proximately 3 mi. away. M ost of the 
surveying teachers stood on the balcony 
of the conference building and did a lot 
of eye-balling and other judgment meth
ods to arrive at the distance. Nobody 
apparently thought of pacing the dis
tance. Well, maybe it entered someone’s 
mind, but he probably quickly reconsid
ered due to the distance and drudgery 
involved with the “old” concept of 
pacing.

affairs of the Eskimo people. He pre
sented a paper detailing their appearance, 
origin and life-style in the 1894 Annual 
Report.

Having been appointed Surveyor 
and Engineer for the City of Hamilton in 
1888, he served his adopted city well in 
the years that followed. He finally es
tablished a practice with James J. Mac- 
Kay, O.L.S. The partnership became a 
noted one, specializing in municipal sur
veys. This practice was eventually carried 
on under the name of MacKay & 
MacKay.

Amidst his professional activities, he 
found time to serve as alderm an and con
troller between 1914-18.

Many years of Mr. Tyrrell’s active 
1'fe were spent in meridian surveys, base 
line surveys and township subdivision in 
north-western Canada. For the Ontario 
government, Mr. Tyrrell spent the year 
1912 exploring the Nelson, Hayes and 
Severn Rivers, and 1934-37 traversing 
much of the shoreline of the Bruce Penin
sula and the shoreline of Edm und’s 
Township on Lake Erie.

Mr. Tyrrell died at the age of 81 in 
Hamilton in 1945. •

My m ethod of measuring the dis
tance, using the “new” concept of pacing 
is described herein. On the morning the 
contest was announced, I had noted the 
rectangular pattern of the street system 
during a morning run. This run served as 
a general reconnaissance of a pacing 
route to that hillside. Maps certainly 
could have been used for this, and even 
for scaling the distance, but they weren’t 
readily available. 1 figured there was 
surely an east-west and north-south set 
of component streets which would arrive 
at the base of hill “A ” and proceeded the 
next morning (at 5:30 a.m.) to pace the 
distance.

First, I ran the 2 mi. from the dorm 
itory to the university track. This served 
to get the instrument “warmed up” . I 
had to assume that the track was %  mi. 
for calibration purposes. I ran around 
the track twice and read 4:05 from my 
stop watch (a very “relaxed” pace, mind 
you). I then ran back to the conference 
center balcony to begin the actual meas
urement. I paced (old method), 66 ft. 
west of the balcony to have a suitable 
starting point, then ran south, then west, 
then south again, etc., each time using 
the stop watch to measure the time in
terval for each component. This involved 
a point-to-point zig-zag traverse, each 
component being a departure or latitude, 
with time being the direct measurem ent 
unit. But, the desired terminal point was 
not the base of the hill but the center of 
the big “A ” on the hillside. So, I had 
to arrive at a method to estimate a short 
distance over steep and rugged terrain. 
Any large error in this would spoil any 
accuracy I had in my pacing. It would 
be foolish to climb the hill. Running it 
was next to impossible. So, I stood at 
the base, extended my arm and noted 
how many fingers covered the base of

Principle of Jacob’s S ta ff

the “A ”, using the principle of the 
Jacob’s staff described in Kiely’s book 
on Surveying Instruments. I then began 
to “close” my traverse by running back 
east. When I arrived at the first change 
in direction, almost directly east of the 
“A ” , I again noted how many fingers it

took to cover the base of the “A ” with 
arm extended. These data were used 
later to estimate the last, inaccessible 
leg of the traverse.

Returning to the starting point via 
the same route, I again used the stop 
watch and recorded each com ponent 
time in my “field book” . The forward 
and return traverse leg times (minutes 
and seconds) are as follows:

Fo rw ard R eturn
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The values are in measurem ent 
order as shown by the arrows. Very close 
agreement (indicating precision in the 
method) is seen. For example, the 1:15 
and 1:16 agree, 3:04 and 3:05 agree, etc. 
In fact, the north-south components show 
a very good closure and small discrepan
cies in individual duplicate m easure
ments. Large discrepancies in the east- 
west components occurred in two places. 
The 17:14 and 16:11 should have agreed. 
Likewise, the 4:06 and 3:45 were over 
the same lines. But, a 10 mph wind and 
an approxim ate 3 percent grade over 
part of these lines accounts for the dif
ference. Being an experienced distance 
runner and having quantified these 
effects on pacing in the past provided 
means to adjust or apply systematic cor
rections to these values.

A fter returning to the start point, 
the pace was recalibrated on the track, 
with a time of 4:08 being observed for 
Vt. mile. This recalibration is good sur
veying practice and, in this instance, was 
advisable in order to consider several 
possible effects on the instrument due to 
the altitude, jet lag, and the resulting 
associated fatigue. For lower accuracy, 
and at a location closer to home, I may 
have neglected this precision in calibra
tion since I run about 9 mi. a day and 
have developed a feeling for pace through 
almost constant monitoring over known 
distances. Also, being akin to Superman, 
I do not usually get tired over such short 
distances, so recalibration would not
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